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Proposed Revisions to the Norms 

(Working Draft) 
 

 

 

The 2015 OCD General Chapter initiated a process of rereading the Constitutions (and the Norms) with the 

aim of renewing the charismatic dimension of our life. At the same time, the Chapter called for discernment 

concerning the possibility and expediency of revising our legislative texts.  

The Extraordinary Definitory celebrated in Old Goa in February 2019, after a careful evaluation of the work 

done in the communities and circumscriptions, made the decision not to undertake the revision of our Constitutions 

but rather to draw up a Charismatic Declaration.  

At the same time, the Extraordinary Definitory decided to undertake a revision of the Norms, in order to 

introduce, as far as possible, the suggestions received from the circumscriptions. In the same meeting, a first dialogue 

concerning concrete proposals took place, through the work of the various geographic-linguistic coetus.  

The General Definitory, therefore, taking into account the various suggestions received from the 

circumscriptions during the process of re-reading the Constitutions and the work of the Extraordinary Definitory, as 

well as its own experience of governance in recent years, has further reflected and elaborated upon the proposals 

contained in the present document.  

 

Criteria to Consider  

The Norms are a set of complementary legislative texts subject to and dependent upon the Constitutions (cfr. 

C 151), which by distinction constitute the fundamental law of the Order. In this sense, the Norms must always be 

consistent with the text and the spirit of the Constitutions. Some juridical changes in the Norms which would perhaps 

be useful cannot be undertaken without first addressing their respective constitutive elements found in the 

Constitutions. On the other hand, there are some paragraphs in the Constitutions that could be moved to the Norms.  

Unlike the Constitutions, which are both a doctrinal and a legislative text, the Norms are characterized by their 

concreteness and applicability. They must always be clear and with a purely legal style. 
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CURRENT TEXT 

 

Italicized: texts approved by the 2009 and 2015 

General Chapters 

 

PROPOSAL 

 

Red: text to be abrogated 

Green: text to be subrogated  

[In square brackets: text to be included in the footnotes] 

Blue: alternate translation  

 

REMARKS  

 

[in square brackets: 

translator’s notes] 

 

3. Where civil law does not recognize the legal force of 

an absolute renunciation of goods, referred to in num. 

26 of our Constitutions, before Solemn Profession our 

religious should draw up a will that, if possible, is valid 

in civil law, without prejudice to the spiritual and 

juridical efforts of the prescribed renunciation. If this 

has not been done before Solemn Profession, due to a 

lack of pertinent legislation, it should be done as soon 

as possible. 

3. Where civil law does not recognize the renunciation 

of goods referred to in n. 26 of our Constitutions, our 

religious, before solemn profession, must definitively 

transfer ownership of all their personal patrimony to 

other persons. In doing so they are to use the means 

most appropriate to such ends which are at the same 

time validly recognized in civil law. 

The renunciation of goods 

and the last will and 

testament are two different 

things. In itself, the 

renunciation of goods has 

value for the living, while the 

last will and testament is 

only valid upon the death of 

the testator. The legislation 

treating of the last will and 

testament is to be moved to 

N. 252, since that norm deals 

more properly with the 

administration of goods than 

with the vow of poverty.  

5. In their use of things, in the spending of money, on 

trips and in other such circumstances, each of the friars 

is conscience-bound to follow Christ’s example and 

give a witness to God’s people by living a life of real 

poverty.  

5. In their use of things, in the spending of money, on 

trips and in other such circumstances, each of the friars 

is conscience-bound to follow Christ’s example and 

give a witness to God’s people by living a life of real 

poverty, which is marked by sobriety and is at the same 

time respectful of creation. [cfr. Laudato si’ 223.] 

 

23. The non-clerical brothers should celebrate, insofar 

as possible, at least the principal parts of the Liturgy of 

the Hours with the clerics, or else say them privately. 

Those who do Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer in 

this way are not bound to recite the prayers laid down 

in the Rule for the other Hours.  

23. When the non-clerical brothers should celebrate, 

insofar as possible, at least the principal parts of the 

Liturgy of the Hours with the clerics, or else say them 

privately. Those who do Morning Prayer and Evening 

Prayer in this way are not bound to recite the prayers 

laid down in the Rule for the other Hours. do not 

C 61 does not distinguish 

between clerics and non-

clerics regarding the 

recitation of the Liturgy of 

the Hours. However, clerics 

must recall their obligation to 
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participate in the communal celebration of Lauds and 

Vespers, they are to recite them in private.  

recite the entire office, 

including, in private, those 

hours in which they did not 

participate in the communal 

celebration of the Liturgy of 

the Hours.  

36. The orderly arrangement of community acts should 

be looked upon as the concrete method of pursuing our 

vocation and providing for the common and individual 

good. Whatever their nature, they ought to contribute to 

this twofold end. Therefore the way of life should 

undergo review at set times, especially at chapters and 

community meetings, lest necessary elements disappear 

from it.  

36. a) The orderly arrangement of community acts 

should be looked upon as the concrete method of 

pursuing our vocation and providing for the common 

and individual good. Whatever their nature, they ought 

to contribute to this twofold end. Therefore the way of 

life should undergo review at set times, especially at 

chapters and community meetings, lest necessary 

elements disappear from it. 

b) Each individual community should draw up a project 

of life and apostolic activity for itself that helps it to 

realize its own vocational identity with creative fidelity 

[Cf. FLC n. 10]. 

 

37. a) The chapter itself should undergo renewal and 

adaptation in the spirit of the Rule and with a sense of 

evangelical brotherhood 

b) A community chapter should be held at least once a 

month. Following an exhortation, a brotherly exchange 

should take place, with the superior as the moderator, 

regarding matters that affect the community, as, for 

example: 

- The concrete way in which the community, through 

mutual collaboration, is pursuing our contemplative 

and apostolic vocation in the Church; 

- brotherly corrections made in a family spirit to help 

one another, without prejudice to the superior’s right to 

admonish the community or the individual religious; 

- the administration of the community’s goods, at least 

on occasion, as well as the good order of the house, so 

37. a) The chapter itself should be undergo renewal and 

adaptation adequately renewed in the spirit of the Rule 

and with a sense of evangelical brotherhood, and lived 

with an attitude of sincere dialogue and reciprocal 

listening, such that the sharing of the gifts of the Spirit 

serve for the edification of all. [cfr. FLC n. 32] 

b) A community chapter should be held at least once a 

month, during which sincere communication is 

encouraged and Following an exhortation, a brotherly 

exchange should take takes place, with the superior as 

the moderator, regarding matters that affect the 

community, as, for example: 

- the concrete way in which the community, through 

mutual collaboration, is pursuing our contemplative and 

apostolic vocation in the Church; 

Redacted in light of 

Fraternal Life in Community 

32.  
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that the community may be kept informed about these 

matters and be able to express its opinion, without 

prejudice to the rights of the competent authority.  

- a review of the life and fraternal brotherly corrections 

made in a familial spirit so as to help one another, 

leaving to the superior the right to correct the 

community and each one of the friars [Cf. CIC 619 and 

Norms 142]. 

 without prejudice to the superior’s right to admonish 

the community or the individual religious; 

- the administration of the community’s goods, at least 

on occasion, as well as the good order of the house., so 

that the community may be kept informed about these 

matters and be able to express its opinion, without 

prejudice to the rights of the competent authority. 

43.  

b) Without prejudice to n. 76 of the Constitutions, 

when there is question of a prolonged absence from the 

house, the Provincial Superior, with the consent of his 

Council and for a just reason, may grant to a religious 

permission to live outside of a religious house, but not 

beyond a year, unless it be for health reasons, to pursue 

studies or to exercise an apostolate on behalf of the 

Order. 

43.  

b) Without prejudice to n. 76 of the Constitutions, when 

there is question of a prolonged absence from the house, 

the Provincial Superior, with the consent of his Council 

and for a just reason, may grant to a religious 

permission to live outside of a religious house, but not 

beyond a year, unless it be for health reasons or to 

pursue studies. The same permission may be given to 

exercise an apostolate in the name of the Order, but only 

within the territory of the same province, keeping in 

mind n. 67 of the Applicative Norms. 

Adapted to be in conformity 

with the 12/09/2017 Practical 

Declaration of the 

Definitory. 

 

cfr. Can. 665 §1  

44. In order to look after the sick and aged friars more 

effectively with charity and foresight, suitable means 

such as retirement insurance for sickness and old age 

should be made use of in a spirit of poverty throughout 

the entire province or region. 

44. a) In order to look after the sick and aged friars more 

effectively with charity and foresight, suitable means 

such as retirement insurance for sickness and old age 

should be made use of in a spirit of poverty throughout 

the entire province or region. 

b) In circumscriptions where there is need and it is 

possible an infirmary should be established in order to 

assist our sick and elderly brothers.  

 

54. We should cultivate a doctrinal apostolate, paying 

special attention to spreading the writings of our 

54. We should cultivate a doctrinal theological and 

spiritual apostolate, paying special attention to the 

dissemination of the writings of our Parents saints, 
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Parents, adapting them to our own times and making 

use of the communications media: 

a) by the dissemination of books and periodicals and 

through public lectures, that the doctrine on prayer and 

the spiritual life may be spread among different social 

groups; 

b) by fostering a mutual coordination and association 

of our publications throughout the entire Order, so that 

with meager means, e.g. through translations into other 

languages, great fruits may be reaped. 

 

adapting them to in a language best suited to our own 

times and making use of the communications social 

media and digital technology: 

a) so that the dissemination of books and periodicals and 

through public lectures, that the doctrine on prayer and 

the spiritual life may be spread among different social 

groups; 

b) by fostering a mutual coordination and association of 

our publications throughout the entire Order, so that 

with meager means, e.g. through translations into other 

languages, great fruits may be reaped. 

c) offering quality materials in digital formats.  

[The translator was not sure 

how to translate “forma 

telematica” in 54. c) as 

“telematics” in English refers 

to an interdisciplinary field 

that encompasses 

telecommunications, 

vehicular technologies (e.g., 

GPS), electrical engineering 

and computer science and 

does not seem what was 

intended by the revision 

committee.  

57. Special attention is to be given to the movements 

and undertakings by which the Holy Spirit perpetually 

renews the life of the Church through the pursuit of 

deeper prayer and through zealous works, that these 

may have a sure basis in the doctrine of the saints of 

Carmel, constantly presented in a new way by friars 

who are specialists. 

 

57. Special attention is to be given to a) So that the 

movements and undertakings by which the Holy Spirit 

perpetually renews the life of the Church through the 

pursuit of deeper prayer and through zealous works, that 

these may have a sure basis in the doctrine of the saints 

of the Teresian Carmel, constantly it must be presented 

in the most accessible and timely of ways. by friars who 

are specialists. 

b) Religious who have relationships with ecclesial 

moments must take care to maintain their own proper 

charismatic identity and to avoid any “appearance of 

divided loyalties, either on the level of the personal 

spiritual life of the religious or on the level of their 

mission” [cfr. PI 93. cf VC 56, VFC 62, Iuvenescit 

Ecclesia, 22 c]. 

 

59. 

c) Various attempts aimed at making the contemplative 

life take root are worthy of special mention. Therefore, 

our Order should take care that in regions where 

ascetical and mystical traditions are held in honor, our 

59. 

c) Various attempts Missionary efforts aimed at 

establishing the contemplative life are worthy of special 

mention. Therefore, our Order should strive that in 

regions where ascetical and mystical traditions are held 

in honor, to establish our life our life should be 
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life should be established adapting it to the genuine 

religious and cultural traditions of the people 

established adapting it to the genuine religious and 

cultural traditions of the people where conditions exist 

for our charism to be adequately understood and 

suitably adapted to the culture of the place. 

63. a) A Secretary for the Missions of the Order will be 

designated by the General Definitory and reside at the 

Generalate, but his mandate is to be confirmed by the 

Sacred Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples. 

b) It is his duty to look after the missions and deal with 

their affairs under the direction of and in subordination 

to the General and his Definitory. 

 

63. a) A Secretary for the Missions of the Order will be 

designated by the General Definitory and reside at the 

Generalate, but his mandate is to be confirmed by the 

Sacred Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples. 

b) It is his duty to look after the missions and deal with 

their affairs under the direction of and in subordination 

to the General and his Definitory. 

The Secretary for Missionary Cooperation is to be 

appointed by the General Definitory. He will reside in 

the Generalate and will carry out his duties under the 

direction of the General Superior and Definitory. His 

duties are as follows:  

a) To promote and animate the missions and missionary 

spirit in the Order.  

b) To coordinate pastoral and social aid projects within 

the Order which require his attention.  

c) To facilitate dialogue and collaboration between the 

Order and organizations that help the missions.  

d) To Administer the economic funds of the central 

administration of the Order which are designated for the 

missions.  

 

67. a) It is for the Provincial Council to consider the 

suitability and conditions for the acceptance of new 

parishes offered by the local Ordinary and then, leaving 

the question open, accurately to inform the General 

Definitory and abide by its decisions. 

b) It is also the Council’s responsibility to judge, case 

by case, whether it will be suitable or not for the same 

religious to exercise the offices of Pastor and superior 

67. a) It is for the Provincial Council to consider the 

suitability and conditions for the acceptance of new 

parishes offered by the local Ordinary and then, before 

making any decision to accurately inform the General 

Definitory of all details concerning the matter and 

subsequently abide by its decisions. 

b) It is also the Council’s responsibility to judge, case 

by case, whether it will be suitable or not for the same 

religious to exercise the offices of Pastor and superior of 
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of the house, as well as to safeguard pastoral continuity 

in our parishes. 

c) The Provincial Council shall carefully define the 

rights and obligations attached to the offices of superior 

and pastor according to the prescriptions of Canon 

Law, the particular laws of the Order, and the 

agreement entered into with the local Ordinary 

the house, as well as to safeguard pastoral continuity in 

our parishes. 

c) The Provincial Council shall carefully define the 

rights and obligations attached to the offices of superior 

and pastor according to the prescriptions of Canon Law, 

the particular laws of the Order, and the agreement 

entered into with the local Ordinary. 

d) It is not permitted that a single religious be sent to 

serve in a diocese alone, but only within a community of 

the Order.  

68. Ecumenical zeal is a special note marking the 

Church’s whole way of thinking and acting today. 

Also, the fervent study of the teachings of our Parents 

by our separated brothers affects our Teresian family in 

a special way. Therefore, it is only fitting that our 

religious have adequate training and zeal both to take 

part in the ecumenical apostolate and to rouse and 

foster the same zeal in the faithful. 

68. Ecumenical zeal is a special note marking the 

Church’s whole way of thinking and acting today. Also, 

the fervent study of the teachings of our Parents by our 

separated brothers affects our Teresian family in a 

special way. Therefore, It is only fitting that our 

religious have adequate training and zeal both to take 

part in the ecumenical apostolate and to rouse and foster 

the same zeal in the faithful. 

 

71. a) Besides those duties laid down for the local 

superior by universal law and our own, he has the right 

and the obligation to see that each one fulfills his task 

diligently, properly and well, keeping in mind the 

number immediately following. 

 

71. a) Besides those duties laid down what is prescribed 

by universal law and our own legislation regarding the 

superiors of houses for the local superior by universal 

law and our own, the superior of the formation 

community he has the right and the obligation to see 

that each one, within the limits of his office, fulfills his 

task diligently, properly and well, keeping in mind the 

number immediately following. 

 

[The phrase “within the 

limits of his office” while not 

in N 71a. of the English 

translation is in the Italian 

“entro i limiti della sua 

mansione” we’ve corrected 

that omission] 

72. a) If the entire community is set up as the formation 

community, the work of formation devolves upon all 

religious and they are to labor at it diligently and 

harmoniously under the direct guidance of the local 

superior and the one appointed as Spiritual Master. 

 

72. a) If the entire community is set up as the formation 

community, the work of formation is entrusted to all the 

religious of the house and they are to labor at it 

diligently and harmoniously under the direct guidance 

of the local superior and the one appointed as Spiritual 

Master. 

 

73. We give the title Spiritual Master to the person who 

is directly in charge of the work of supervising and 

73. We give the title Spiritual Master to the one who, for 

the entire period of their formation, is directly in charge 
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educating religious during the entire period of their 

formation. Hence, he is to be free of all offices and 

responsibilities which can impede the care of the 

candidates. 

of the care and work of formation of our brothers. 

Therefore, he is to be free of all offices and 

responsibilities which may impede the work of 

formation. 

74. 

b) The confessors should administer the sacrament of 

Penance and give spiritual direction in such a way that 

they complement and complete the work of the 

Spiritual Master. 

c) Novice and student Masters, and their assistants, 

should not hear the sacramental confessions of their 

charges, unless these of their own accord request it in 

particular cases. 

74. 

b) The confessors should administer the sacrament of 

Penance and give spiritual direction in such a way that 

they complement and complete the work of the Spiritual 

Master. 

c) Postulant, Novice and student Masters, and their 

assistants, should not hear the sacramental confessions 

of those in their care, unless these of their own accord 

request it in particular cases. 

 

77. In addition to the requirements listed below when 

discussing the novitiate, special inquiries should be 

made as to whether or not the candidate has the health 

and an appropriate temperament, as well as whether or 

not he is endowed with the human and affective 

maturity expected at his age and whether he shows 

promise of progressing towards fuller maturity. WE 

must make sure that sound health, good disposition and 

maturity are present by obtaining, if necessary, expert 

opinion, with due regard for can. 220. But the desire to 

enter our Order is to be grounded on firm 

determination rather than on emotionalism. We should 

look for a special aptitude for a life of prayer, along 

with a community spirit and apostolic zeal 

77. In addition to the requirements listed below, 

regarding the novitiate, special inquiries should be made 

as to whether or not the candidate has the requisite 

health and appropriate temperament, as well as whether 

or not he is endowed with the human and affective 

maturity expected at his age and whether he shows 

promise of progressing towards fuller maturity. We 

must make sure that sound health, good disposition and 

maturity are present by obtaining, if necessary, expert 

opinions, with due regard for can. 220 of the Code of 

Canon Law. But the desire to enter our Order is to be 

grounded on firm determination rather than on 

emotionalism. A special aptitude for the life of prayer 

combined with community and apostolic spirit, is 

required of candidates.  

 

 

 

[The Phrase “of the Code of 

Canon Law” is present in the 

Italian but not in the English. 

The omission has been 

corrected.] 

80. Before beginning their novitiate, postulants are to 

spend at least five full days on retreat. 

 

80. a) The duration of the postulancy is normally not 

less than one year.  

b) Before beginning their novitiate, postulants are to 

spend at least five full days on retreat. 

 

C 107 Places within the 

competency of the Provincial 

the faculty of establishing the 

time, place and manner of 

the Postulancy.  

91. 91.  
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b) If the fault is such that it cannot be revealed to the 

formation community without damaging the good 

name of the novice, let the superior with the Master 

and another priest take prudent action in the matter and, 

observing charity, notify the Provincial. 

b) If it is a question of a fault that cannot be revealed to 

the formation community without damaging the 

reputation of the novice, let the superior with the Master 

and another priest religious take prudent action in the 

matter and, observing charity, notify the Provincial. 

99. The Provincial can prolong the time of temporary 

profession, but in such a way that the time of probation 

does not exceed nine continuous years 

99. It is also within the competency of the Provincial, 

after having listened to the formation community, to 

prolong the time of temporary profession, but only in 

such a way that the time of probation does not exceed 

nine continuous years. 

[Can. 657 § 2] 

104. The consent mentioned in n.123 of the 

Constitutions is that of the community in which the 

candidate was a conventual for the six preceding 

months. 

When candidates have been members of a house 

of formation, consent for admission to Solemn 

Profession may be given either by the full Chapter of 

the local community or by a limited number who make 

up the Formation team, following a decision of the 

Provincial Council in accordance with num. 72 of the 

Norms. 

In any case, when the religious community or the 

specific formation team are composed of an excessively 

reduced number of religious, the Provincial Council 

may appoint the group who are to provide the required 

consent for an admission of candidates for Solemn 

Profession in a more suitable manner. 

104. The consent mentioned in n.123 of the 

Constitutions pertains to the community in which the 

candidate was conventual for the preceding twelve 

months. 

When candidates have been members of a house 

of formation, consent for admission to Solemn 

Profession may be given either by the full Chapter of the 

local community or by a limited number who make up 

the Formation team, following a decision of the 

Provincial Council in accordance with num. 72 of the 

Norms. 

In any case, when the religious community or the 

specific formation team are composed of an excessively 

reduced number of religious, the Provincial Council 

may appoint the group who are to provide the required 

consent for an admission of candidates for Solemn 

Profession in a more suitable manner. 

The new part of the norm 

runs contrary to C 123 which 

requires the consent of the 

community in which the 

religious is a conventual for 

admission to solemn 

profession.  

107. All the documents of profession are to be signed 

by the superior who receives the vows, by the Spiritual 

Master or the senior father present, and by the 

professed himself. The document is to be kept in the 

archives of the monastery. Moreover, in the case of 

solemn profession, the Pastor of the place of Baptism 

of the professed is to be notified 

107. All documents of profession are to be signed by the 

superior who receives the vows, by the Spiritual Master 

or the senior father religious present at the same 

profession, and by the professed himself. The document 

is to be kept in the archives of the monastery. Moreover, 

in the case of solemn profession, the Pastor of the place 

of Baptism of the professed is to be notified 
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122. In order that the students may be aware of the 

developments in society and of the problems affecting 

it, the Spiritual Master should direct and supervise the 

use of the communications media in a prudent manner. 

122. In order that the students may be aware of the 

developments in society and of the problems affecting 

it, the Spiritual Master should direct and supervise the 

use of the communications media in a prudent manner. 

 

141. Without prejudice to numbers 133 and 134 of the 

Constitutions, when a solemnly professed member, for 

very grave reasons weighted before God seeks an 

indult to leave the Order or of secularization, the 

Provincial is to transmit the petition with a personal 

opinion and that of the Provincial Council, and other 

information pertaining to the granting of the petition, to 

the General, who will refer it to the Holy See, 

according to law. 

If the member is a cleric it is necessary first to find a 

Bishop willing to incardinate him into a diocese or at 

least receive him experimentally. 

Unless it has been rejected by the member in the act of 

notification, an indult legitimately granted and made 

known to the member brings with it, by the law itself, a 

dispensation from vows and from all obligations 

arising from religious profession 

141. “The indult to leave the Order, once legitimately 

granted and notice to that effect properly given to the 

religious, if not refused by him at the time of 

notification, entails by virtue of the law itself the 

dispensation from vows, as well as from all obligations 

deriving from profession.” 

 

 

Something is wrong between 

what the Italian says and the 

English !!!!!!!!!! 

[It is striking that this 

number of the Norms varies 

so greatly from the Italian! 

The translator did not have 

the Latin available to him. 

An English translation from 

the Italian text provided 

could read,  

“The indult to leave the 

Order, once legitimately 

granted and notice to that 

effect properly given to the 

religious, if not refused by 

him at the time of 

notification, entails by virtue 

of the law itself the 

dispensation from vows, as 

well as from all obligations 

and rights deriving from 

profession.” 

The translator respectfully 

recommends to the revision 

committee the inclusion of 

the phrase “and rights” to 

such an amendment to this 

number of the Norms for 

obvious reasons.] 
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142. All superiors, whether Major or local, can correct 

transgressions of the laws which are not crimes in the 

strict canonical sense. The same applies to Masters of 

Novices and Masters of Students with regard to those 

committed to their care. It is left to the prudent 

judgment of the superior, taking into account the 

seriousness of the transgression, to determine the 

penalty. But if a rather severe penalty is to be applied, 

the local superior should consult with the first 

Councilor; the Masters of Novices or Students should 

discuss the matter with the superior before taking 

action. 

142. a) All superiors, whether major or local, can 

correct transgressions of the laws which are not crimes 

in the strict canonical sense. The same applies to 

Masters of Postulants, of Novices and of Students with 

regard to those committed to their care. It is left to the 

prudent judgment of the superior, taking into account 

the seriousness of the transgression, to determine the 

penalty. But if a rather severe penalty is to be applied, 

the local superior should consult with the First 

Councilor; the Masters of Postulants, Novices or 

Students should consult with the superior before taking 

action. 

b) The Provincial Councilors will determine the practice 

to follow in cases of delicta graviora, taking into 

account the documents of the magisterium of the 

universal Church and of Episcopal Conferences of that 

place. 

 

144. Whoever transgresses the regulations governing 

expenditures is to be punished according to the 

seriousness of the fault, even to the point of suspension 

from office for a year. 

144. Whoever transgresses the regulations governing 

expenditures is to be punished according to the 

seriousness of the fault, even to the point of suspension 

from office for a year. 

Whoever violates the provisions of the Universal Law 

of the Church and the prescriptions of the proper law of 

our Order in matters concerning the administration of 

temporal goods (ordinary and extraordinary expenses, 

acquisitions, alienations, debt contracts, transactions by 

which the patrimonial condition of the juridic person 

can be worsened, etc.) must be punished according to 

the gravity of the offense, up to and including the 

deprivation of office, except in cases where the norms 

themselves establish another penalty.  

Can 638 §3 

145. If anyone gravely injures the reputation of 

another, he is to be deprived of active and passive 

145. a) If anyone gravely injures the reputation of 

another, he is to be deprived of active and passive voice, 
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voice, and may not exercise any office for a period 

specified by the competent superior. 

and may not exercise any office for a period specified 

by the competent superior [Cf. CIC 1427§1 and 3]. 

b) If a dispute arises between our religious, the matter 

must be resolved using the provisions established in the 

Universal Law and our Proper Law. Failure to present 

such disputes in the competent forum by rather referring 

them to civil courts without valid reason will be 

punished with the deprivation of active and passive 

voice and the prohibition to exercise any office for a 

duration established by the competent superior.  

c) Whoever solicits votes for either himself or for 

others, either directly or indirectly, whether in the 

chapter and/or outside it, must be punished with both 

the loss of office as well as the loss of active and 

passive voice [Cf. CIC 626 and Const. 160]. 

147. Any superior who knowingly on three occasions, 

does what is reserved to his Chapter or Council without 

their consent is to be deprived of office. 

147. a) Any superior who knowingly on three occasions, 

does what is reserved to his Chapter or Council without 

their consent is to be deprived of office. 

b) The superior who knowingly carries out acts without 

the requisite approval of superior authority is also to be 

deprived of office.  

 

148. A superior who knowingly admits anyone to the 

novitiate or to profession in violation of the rescriptions 

of the sacred canons is to be deprived of office. 

148. A superior who knowingly admits anyone to the 

novitiate or to profession in violation of the prescripts of 

the law of the sacred canons is to be deprived of office. 

 

150. Members unlawfully absent from the religious 

house with the intention of withdrawing from the 

power of their superiors are to be solicitously sought 

after by them and aided to return and persevere in their 

vocation 

150. a) Members unlawfully absent from the religious 

house with the intention of withdrawing from the power 

of their superiors are to be solicitously sought after by 

them and aided to return and persevere in their vocation. 

b) When the illegitimate absence lasts for twelve 

uninterrupted months, and the religious remains 

unavailable, the religious is, by this fact, dismissed from 

the Order. The Provincial with his Council must without 

delay, having collected all the evidence, issue the 

declaration of the fact so that the dismissal may be 

Cfr. Motu Proprio Communis 

Vita. 

 

cfr. can 665 §2 

 

[cfr. can 48 It may serve 

provincials to know the form 

of the declaration is that of a 

singular administrative 

decree.]  
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legally established. This declaration must be confirmed 

by the Holy See [cfr. Can 694 modified by the Motu 

Proprio Communis Vita].  Cf. CIC/CV 694§1 n. 3, §§ 2 

y 3, and the Circular Letter on the “Motu proprio” of 

Pope Francis, Communis Vita, September 8, 2019. 

151. It is the responsibility of the General Chapter, or 

of the Definitory respectively, to determine the number 

of houses and of religious and other conditions 

mentioned in the Constitutions for the establishment, 

alteration or suppression of a province or other 

autonomous territories, after having consulted those 

religious who are involved. 

151. It is the responsibility of the General Chapter, or of 

the Definitory respectively, to determine the number of 

houses and of religious and other conditions mentioned 

in the Constitutions for the establishment, alteration or 

suppression of a province or other autonomous 

territories, after having consulted those religious who 

are involved. 

a) To erect a new Province it is necessary that there are:  

1) at least forty professed religious, of which at least 

thirty are solemnly professed priests, and  

2) at least five religious houses erected.  

 

b) To erect a new Semi-Province it is necessary that 

there are:  

1) at least thirty professed religious, of which at least 

twenty are solemnly professed priests, and  

2) at least four religious houses erected.  

 

c) If a Province cannot lead a life adequate to its 

juridical status and there is no hope of future growth:  

1) it is to be reduced to a semi-province, or  

2) it is to be united with other Circumscriptions, for the 

creation of a new Province, or  

3) it is to be temporarily placed under the immediate 

dependence of the General Definitory, or  

4) it is to be suppressed and the houses and members are 

to be ascribed to one or more Circumscriptions.  
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d) If a Semi-Province cannot lead a life adequate to its 

juridical status and there is no hope of its future growth, 

the manner of proceeding follows that which is 

indicated in n. 151 c) 2, 3 or 4.  

152. Whenever the juridical status of a province is 

changed in any way while the Provincial Chapter is not 

in session, the superiors and other officials shall remain 

in office until the next Chapter, unless the Definitory 

shall decide otherwise. 

152. a) Whenever the juridical status of a province is 

changed in any way while the Provincial Chapter is not 

in session, the superiors and other officials shall remain 

in office until the next Chapter, unless the Definitory 

shall decide otherwise. This also includes other 

circumscriptions of the Order.  

b) In the transition from Province to Semi-Province and 

vice versa, there shall be continuity in the calculation of 

the triennia. This also applies to the possible re-election 

of the Provincial Superior (C 202) and of the Local 

Superiors (N 235) 

 

161. New houses of the Order shall not be established 

nor retained, unless a sufficient number of religious can 

be assigned to maintain our special way of life and to 

provide apostolic service in a suitable manner, taking 

into account the needs of the church and the 

appropriate expansion of the Order 

161. New houses of the Order shall not be established 

nor retained, unless a sufficient number of religious, that 

is, at least four solemnly professed, can be assigned 

such that our particular form of life can be duly carried 

out and our apostolic service adequately provided in a 

suitable manner, taking into account the needs of the 

Church and the appropriate expansion of the Order.   

 

165. Superiors and Chapters in our Order possess 

ecclesiastical power of governance for both the internal 

and external forum, in accordance with universal and 

proper law 

165. a) Superiors and Chapters in our Order possess 

ecclesiastical power of governance for both the internal 

and external forum, in accordance with universal and 

proper law. 

b) Notwithstanding nn. 174 and 200 of the 

Constitutions, religious who are over the age of seventy-

five are not normally to be elected to the office of either 

Superior General or Provincial Superior, which does not 

imply the loss of passive voice.  

 

166. Superiors are to exercise their authority in a spirit 

of service. Docile to the will of God, they are to govern 

their subjects as God’s sons and, promoting their 

166. Superiors are to exercise their authority in a spirit 

of service. Docile to the will of God, they are to govern 

their subjects as God’s sons and, promoting their 
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voluntary obedience with reverence for the human 

person, they are to listen to them willingly and foster 

their working together for the good of the institute and 

the Church. 

voluntary obedience with reverence for the human 

person, they are to listen to them willingly and foster 

their working together for the good of the institute Order 

and the Church. 

169. Superiors are to recognize the due freedom of the 

religious concerning the sacrament of Penance and the 

direction of conscience, without prejudice to the 

discipline of the institute. They should provide them 

with suitable confessors, to whom they may confess 

frequently 

169. Superiors are to recognize the due freedom of the 

religious concerning the sacrament of Penance and the 

direction of conscience, without prejudice to the 

discipline of the institute Order. They should provide 

them with suitable confessors, to whom they may 

confess frequently. 

 

173. No one is to be appointed to incompatible offices. 

In our Order the following are incompatible: 

a) the office of Definitor with the office of Secretary 

General; 

b) the office of Provincial with any other office in the 

province. 

 

173. No one is to be appointed to incompatible offices. 

In our Order the following are incompatible: 

a) the office of Definitor with the office of Secretary 

General; 

b) the office of Provincial with any other office in the 

province, as well as the office of pastor or administrator. 

 

176. Unless a grave reason recommends the contrary, 

care must be taken that the same religious does not 

continue in offices of governance for a rather long 

period of time without an interruption 

176. Unless a grave cause advises to the contrary, care 

must be taken that the same religious does not continue 

in offices of governance for a rather long periods of 

time without interruption. As far as possible, it must be 

avoided that a religious who has completed two 

consecutive terms as Local Superior is immediately 

elected as Superior of any other house [CIC 624 § 2; 

CIVCSVA, New Wine in New Wineskins (2017) 46-47]. 

Reelections: C 175 

(Generals), 182 (Definitors), 

202 (Provincials), 205 

(Councilors), N 235 (Local 

Superiors). 

 

201. Besides those mentioned in n.189 of the 

Constitutions, the following officials at the General 

Curia shall be appointed by the General with the 

deliberative vote of the Definitory: 

a) Vice-Secretary General; 

b) Secretary for Information and Statistics; 

c) Secretary for Formation, who will fulfill his office 

according to the prescriptions in the legislation for 

formation; 

201. Besides those mentioned in n.189 of the 

Constitutions, there are the following officials in the 

General Curia other officials deemed necessary by the 

Definitory for the efficient functioning of the Curia. 

These shall be appointed by the General with the 

deliberative vote of the Definitory. 

a) Vice-Secretary General; 

b) Secretary for Information and Statistics; 
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d) Secretary for the Missions; 

e) Secretary for our Nuns; 

f) Secretary for the Apostolate and the Secular Order; 

g) Postulator General; 

h) General Archivist. 

 

c) Secretary for Formation, who will fulfill his office 

according to the prescriptions in the legislation for 

formation; 

d) Secretary for the Missions; 

e) Secretary for our Nuns; 

f) Secretary for the Apostolate and the Secular Order; 

g) Postulator General; 

h) General Archivist. 

204. Regarding the government of the Generalate, the 

Definitory will appoint some father who, in the manner 

of a local superior and under the supervision of the 

General, will have charge of those religious assigned to 

the service of the General Curia. 

204. Regarding the government of the Generalate, the 

Definitory will appoint some father religious who, in the 

manner of a local superior and under the supervision of 

the General, will have charge of those religious assigned 

to the service of the General Curia. 

 

212. In conducting business, the norms set forth in the 

Practical Instruction for the Provincial Chapter shall be 

observed. 

212. In matters of procedure and in making decisions 

the norms set forth in the Practical Instruction for the 

Provincial Chapter, and approved by the Definitory, 

shall be observed [Cfr. NA 217]. 

Cfr. N 217 

213. The consultation of the friars with active voice, as 

mentioned in n.197 of the Constitutions, is to be 

conducted within a month before the beginning of the 

Chapter, on a day designated by the Provincial Council. 

The Provincial Chapter, with the approval of the 

Definitory, is to determine the manner in which this 

consultation will be conducted and its juridical effects 

with regard to candidates for the office of Provincial. 

 

213. With regard to the election of the Provincial, the 

consultation of the religious with active voice, as 

mentioned in n.197 of the Constitutions, is to be 

conducted within a month during the three months 

preceding before the beginning of the Chapter, on a day 

designated by the Provincial Council according to the 

manner established by the preceding Provincial Chapter.  

The Provincial Chapter, with the approval of the 

Definitory, is to determine the manner in which this 

consultation will be conducted and its juridical effects 

with regard to candidates for the office of Provincial. 

 

216. a) In the Provincial Chapter, after having elected 

the Provincial and his councilors and keeping in mind 

the future designation of Master of Novices and of 

Students, the Chapter members shall proceed to the 

election of those superiors whom it falls within the 

216. a) In the Provincial Chapter, after having elected 

the Provincial and his Councilors and keeping in mind 

the future designation of Master of Postulants, Novices 

and of Students, the Chapter members shall proceed to 

the election of those superiors whom it falls within the 
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Chapter’s competence to elect, according to the 

decision of the Chapter itself. 

Chapter’s competence to elect, according to the decision 

of the Chapter itself. 

217. Other matters pertaining to the manner of 

conducting the Provincial Chapter are set forth in the 

Practical Instruction approved by the Definitory. 

  New subject matter. The 

previous text of N 217 has 

been incorporated into N 

212. 

219. It is the responsibility of the Provincial, in 

accordance with universal law and the Constitutions of 

the Discalced Carmelite Nuns, to govern those 

convents of our nuns that are subject to him. Moreover, 

in a spirit of fraternal charity he should be solicitous 

toward those monasteries which are entrusted to the 

special supervision of the diocesan Bishop 

219. It is the responsibility of the Provincial, in 

accordance with universal law and the Constitutions of 

the Discalced Carmelite Nuns, to govern those convents 

of our nuns that are subject to him to exercise vigilance 

over the monasteries entrusted to his care. Moreover, in 

a spirit of fraternal charity he should also be solicitous 

toward those monasteries which are entrusted to the 

particular vigilance of the diocesan Bishop [Cf. Cor 

orans 75, 2; 76, 78, 79 y 82]. 

 

220. a) The Provincial cannot habitually delegate all 

his authority, except when the province has several 

houses in a territory remote from the province. In this 

case the Provincial can put a suitable friar in charge of 

those houses, considering regional differences, after 

consulting the Provincial Council, and the Provincial 

can habitually delegate all his power to that friar, if this 

seems expedient, while always reserving the right of 

limiting it at his own discretion. 

b) In this case the father so appointed is to be called 

Delegate Provincial and, throughout the territory 

subject to him, shall enjoy the same right of presiding 

and precedence as the Provincial whom he represents. 

 

220. a) The Provincial cannot habitually delegate all his 

authority, except when the Province has several houses 

in a territory remote from the Province. In this case the 

Provincial after consulting the Provincial Council can 

put a suitable friar in charge of those houses, 

considering regional differences and the Provincial can 

habitually delegate all his power to that friar, if this 

seems expedient, while always reserving the right of 

limiting the parameters of that delegation at his own 

discretion. 

b) In this case the ordained religious so appointed is to 

be called Delegate Provincial and, throughout the 

territory subject to him, shall enjoy the same right of 

presiding and precedence as the Provincial whom he 

represents. 

 

223. It is the prerogative of the Provincial, after 

obtaining the written judgment of censors to grant to 

his friars permission to publish books and other 

writings, other requirements having been fulfilled 

223. It is the prerogative of the Provincial, after 

obtaining the written judgment of censors to grant to his 

friars permission to publish books and other writings, 
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including those in digital form, all other requirements 

having been fulfilled. 

225. The deliberative vote of the Provincial Council is 

required for the following appointments: 

 c) the Spiritual Masters of Novices and Students; 

225. The deliberative vote of the Provincial Council is 

required for the following appointments: 

 c) the Spiritual Masters of  Postulants, Novices and 

Students; 

Cfr. however, C 107 

226. The following matters also pertain to the 

Provincial Council: 

g) to remove from office superiors, the Master of 

Novices, Master of Students and first Councilors of 

houses in accordance with the law; 

 

226. The following matters also pertain to the Provincial 

Council: 

g) to remove from office superiors, the Master of 

Postulants, of Novices, and of Students and First 

Councilors of houses in accordance with the norms of 

law; 

Cfr. N 225 

228. Councils can settle questions by voice vote, unless 

it is specified in our law that the matter must be 

decided by secret ballot, or one of the Councilors 

requests this. In urgent cases, or in matters of minor 

importance when it is difficult to convene the 

councilors, if it is a question of seeking advice only, the 

voting can be done by letter or by telephone 

228. Councils can settle questions by voice vote, unless 

it is specified in our law that the matter must be decided 

by secret ballot, or one of the Councilors requests this. 

In urgent cases, or in matters of minor importance when 

it is difficult to convene the councilors, if it is a question 

of seeking advice only, the voting can be done by letter 

or by telephone or by means of digital or video 

communication (Cf. CIC 127§1). 

 

 

 

[See Translators note for N. 

54 regarding the meaning of 

the word “telematic” in 

English] 

229. The Provincial, with the deliberative vote of the 

Council, will appoint a Secretary, who will accurately 

and faithfully record the acts of the Council. 

229. The Provincial, with the deliberative vote of the 

Council, will appoint a Secretary, who will accurately 

and faithfully record the acts of the Council. 

b) There should be in each Province a Provincial 

Secretary, nominated by the Provincial and ratified with 

the deliberative vote of the Council. This office may 

coincide with that of the Secretary of the Provincial 

Council.  

 

238. When the superior and first Councilor are absent 

or impeded, a Provincial Councilor, if there is one in 

the community, shall preside over the house. If there is 

no Provincial Councilor, the father oldest by profession 

is to preside, unless in the latter case the superior has 

indicated otherwise. 

238. When the Superior and First Councilor are absent 

or impeded, a Provincial Councilor, if there is one in the 

community, shall preside over the house. If there is no 

Provincial Councilor, the ordained religious oldest 

senior most by profession is to preside, unless in the 

latter case the superior has indicated otherwise. 
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239. 

c) In houses where, besides the superior, there are not 

at least four friars in solemn vows with active and 

passive voice, there shall be no Councilors, but the 

Chapter shall fulfill the role of the Council, unless for 

special reasons the Provincial Council may decide 

otherwise. 

239. 

c) In houses where, besides the superior, there are not at 

least four friars in solemn vows with active and passive 

voice, there shall be no Councilors, but there will be 

only a First Councilor, while the Local Chapter shall 

fulfill the role of the Council, unless for special reasons 

the Provincial Council may decide otherwise. 

Cfr. C 215 

242. a) The Conventual Chapter is to elect a Secretary, 

whose duty it is to transcribe faithfully the acts of the 

Chapter, which should be signed by the superior and 

the Secretary. 

b) The Presider and the two Chapter members who sit 

next to him shall act as scrutators. 

 

242. a) The Conventual Chapter is to elect a Secretary, 

whose duty it is to transcribe faithfully the acts of the 

Chapter, which must be signed by the superior and the 

Secretary. 

b) The Conventual Chapter also elects the Chronicler 

who writes the chronicles of the community.  

c) The Presider and the two Chapter members who sit 

next to him shall act as scrutators. 

 

252. Money that is deposited in banks must be 

registered in the name of the Order, province or house 

respectively, with at least two signatures, namely, that 

of the bursar and either the superior or another 

religious designated by the superior, If in a particular 

nation this cannot be done, the Provincial Council shall 

issue appropriate norms for such matters. 

 

252. a) Money that is deposited in banks must be 

registered in the name of the Order, Province or House 

respectively, with at least two signatures, namely, that 

of the bursar and either the superior or another religious 

designated by the superior. If in a particular nation this 

cannot be done, the Provincial Council shall issue 

appropriate norms for such matters. 

b) Since it frequently occurs that religious must retain 

possession and civil administration of some temporal 

goods they receive for various reasons (such as salaries, 

pensions, insurance, etc.), it is necessary that each one 

draws up, before solemn profession, a civilly valid last 

will and testimony, which names the Order as sole 

beneficiary of their estate. This will be done as soon as 

possible by those religious who, for lack of legislation in 

this regard, did not do it before solemn profession. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moved here from N 3. 

266. With regard to the salaries of employees in our 

houses, not only the prescriptions of civil law, but also 

266. With regard to the salaries of employees in our 

houses, not only the prescriptions of civil law, but also 
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the requirements of justice and charity shall be 

observed. 

the requirements of justice and charity shall be 

observed. 

a) No one should enter our employment without a 

civilly recognized employment contract.  

b) Employees are to be paid in a just and honest manner, 

such that they are able to properly provide for 

themselves and their families. [cfr. Can. 1286] 


